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The Nicaraguan government is increasing efforts to check activities by armed bands of former army
and guerrilla troops (rearmados) through joint military-police operations and negotiated settlements
in the country's northern region. A contingent of the Frente Unido Andres Castro (FUAC) broke
off disarmament negotiations in January (see NotiCen, 01/15/98) as did other groups later on. Since
then, the administration has been under pressure from the National Assembly and human rights
groups to resolve the conflicts.
The Nicaraguan government and the leaders of the indigenous organization Yatama signed an
agreement in late August to cease hostilities and to begin the disarmament of some 400 Yatama
members. Originally, Yatama agreed to disarm in 1990 after the government promised titles for
communal lands, agreed to promote development in the poverty-stricken area in northeastern
Nicaragua, and agreed to reform the Law of Autonomy for the Region Autonoma del Atlantico
Norte.
In May, Yatama took up arms to protest the government's failure to fulfill the terms of the
agreement. Armed indigenous band in Atlantic zone agrees to settlement The group has agreed
to remain in three zones near the Honduran border while disarmament talks continue. The accord
provides aid for former combatants who remain in the enclaves during the talks.
Government troops continue to patrol Puerto Cabezas, the capital of the region. Meanwhile, the
Nicaraguan army is engaging members of the Rebel Armed Forces (FAR) made up largely of former
Sandinista guerrillas in Nicaragua's central and northern regions. In addition, former members of
the FUAC, who resumed attacks in January, killed four soldiers and wounded two during clashes
in the northern department of Jinotega in June. "The army is increasing the volume and quality of
operations," said armed forces chief Joaquin Cuadra Lacayo. Cuadra said the Nicaraguan police
are collaborating with the military to neutralize the FAR forces that "have some social base" and at
times operate within urban areas.
A joint operation by police and military forces captured 28 FAR soldiers in the mountains north
of Jinotega and Matagalpa. Evenor Gutierrez, police chief of Matagalpa, said a large number of
weapons, munitions, and uniforms with FAR insignia were also captured. The government has also
stepped up military operations in central Nicaragua, blaming the deaths of five civilians on a band
of former Sandinista soldiers. Police there say four armed and masked rearmados robbed a bus,
killing five passengers and wounding two.
Vice Minister of Defense Jose Adan Guerra and Minister of Government Jose Antonio Alvarado
warned of small bands that operate in the interior of the country. Guerra said further military
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operations in the area will begin immediately. FUAC commander and former Sandinista army
officer Edmundo Olivas, who signed an agreement with President Arnoldo Aleman in December
1997 to disarm his forces, said that the new forces were outside the control of the FUAC. But Olivas
is not surprised by the new uprisings. "The commitment was that after disarmament they [the
government] would deliver the land and four months later the land titles to provide access to
banks and integrate us into production," said Olivas. "Nevertheless, six months have passed and
they have not complied, not even 10 percent." [Sources: The Associated Press, 06/14/97; La Prensa
(Nicaragua), 06/07/98, 06/13/98, 06/22/98, 07/04/98, 07/19/98, 08/07/98; Spanish news service EFE,
06/15/98, 06/30/98; Notimex, 06/15/98, 06/30/98; 08/23/98]
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